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Build a Vertical Strawberry Planter 

 

 



Growing Potatoes in Buckets 

 

 

New, fresh potatoes are a treat. Why not grow them yourself? You don't need a whole field, just a couple of 

buckets. 

You'll need: 

2 black buckets (potatoes dislike sunlight!) 

a sharp knife 

a speedmarker 

something to make holes in the bottom of the buckets (I used a soldering iron) 

soil, potatoes. 



Step 1: Preparing the Buckets 

 

 
 

First you'll make some holes in the bottom of both buckets in order to drain the soil. It's important because 

potatoes can rot if there is too much water around them. Once done set one of the buckets aside. You don't 

need to do anything more with that bucket. This one will be the outer bucket. 

Step 2: The Inner Bucket 

 



 
 

 

I divided the bucket rim in 3 parts, 120° each. Then I draw a line vertical down the bucket (a). Then I draw 2 

lines parallel to the first line 5 cm (2 inch) on each side of these (b). Then I meassured 5 cm (2 inch) from 

the top and the bottom and made 2 lines between the b-lines. On the picture I call them c-lines. Now cut out 

the rectangle made from the b- and c-lines. Finally you'll have a bucket with 3 windows like the one on the 

third picture. 

Step 3: Planting Potatoes 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Before I made the buckets I started sprouting the potatoes. First I place the inner bucket in the outer bucket. 

Then I fill the buckets half with soil. Now I place one potato right in front of each window half the way from 

the middle to the side of the bucket. Then I fill the buckets with soil, taking good care of the fragile sprouts. 

Finally I give the potatoes a good amount of water. The soil will pack around the potatoes, so it can be 

necessary to add more soil. Remember, potatoes must not get any kind of light, they'll turn green and 

become poisonous (produce solanine). Place the buckets in a light spot, but avoid direct sun. Give the 

potatoes enough water but don't let them soak. 

Step 4: Harvesting 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solanine


 

When the potato plant begins to bloom the first harvest is ready. Remove the inner bucket from the outer 

bucket and take the amount of potatoes you want. Spare the soil that falls out of the bucket. When finished, 

place the inner bucket in the outer bucket and place the soil back on top of the surface where you took the 

potatoes. The soil will repack around the rest of the potatoes. It can be necessary to add more soil, avoiding 

sunlight to the potatoes. 

You can continue harvesting potatoes from the same plants until late autumn/early winter. 

 



 

 



 

 



Understanding plant lives  

Temperature has a profound effect on plant growth. It is one of the most important 

schedulers of plant activity, of flowering, fruiting, budburst, initiation of roots in a cutting 

and the falling of autumn leaves. 

Although other limiting factors like rainfall, light intensity and soil types play their part, climatic 

temperature variation from the poles to the equator is the great arbiter of what plants grow where. 

Killer frosts and searing heat set the limits of where plants will survive. That we grow cherries in Tasmania 

and mangoes in Queensland is largely due to temperature. As gardeners, understanding our local 

temperature range and seasonal fluctuations is the key to unlocking what we plant and when we plant it. 

Hardiness and heat zones for perennials 

The optimum temperature range for photosynthesis and respiration varies from plant to plant. Some have 

cell structures that tolerate freezing frosts, others can photosynthesise very efficiently above 30°C. 

In nature, evolution has sorted out what plants grow where through thousands of years of adaptation to 

temperature and other environmental factors. We gardeners have a vast array of plant material, of seeds from 

every climate and region. It all looks appealing, juicy mangos and Blue Himalayan poppies. We do not have 

thousands of years of trial and error to work out what to plant in our patch. 

In the US, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) conceived a series of plant hardiness zones based on the 

range of average annual minimum temperature. This is the basis of the Cold Zones for Australia that The 

Diggers Club devised with the Bureau of Meteorology. 

However, the problem with looking at Cold Zones alone can be seen by glancing at the Diggers Cold Zones 

map. Here you will find that Hobart and Alice Springs share the same Cold Zone (9b). Clearly plants in both 

areas will need to be frost hardy. Yet the difference in summer heat is profound. Only a fool or eternal 

optimist would base their Alice Springs garden on the plants that they saw thriving at the Botanical Gardens 

in Hobart. 

This is why organisations such as Diggers and the American Horticultural Society have paired Cold Zones 

with Heat Zones. These 14 heat zones are divided according to the number of days above 30°C. If we take 

heat into account we now see that Hobart is in Heat Zone 1 and Alice Springs in Zone 12. Selecting your 

plants then involves checking that they fit with both your Heat and Cold Zone. 

   
 

 

Click the maps above to view them at full size. 

 



The major cause of plant failure in Australia is heat. 

Unlike gardens in England, northern Europe and the USA, gardens in Sydney, Adelaide and Perth have at 

least 30 days over 30°C compared with none (on average) in the UK. So selecting plants for heat tolerance is 

crucial to gardening success. 

Unfortunately, nursery labels and selection guides give hopelessly inadequate information to make plant 

choice successful. 

For example, Yates Garden Guide simplistically groups climates into tropical, sub-tropical and temperate. 

Tomatoes come from lowland tropics in South America. They can be grown in temperate areas but not 

during 15°C temperatures. They won't set fruit in the tropics when temperatures are above 30°C. So their 

growing range is described by number of weeks over 15°C and below 30°C – which means all climates, but 

within this temperature range. 

Microclimates 

Remember that the temperature zones are simplifications. Some plants may be particularly affected by cold 

if it occurs early in winter before they have hardened off but tolerate later frosts or one day of frost but not 

repeated occurrences – all this detail is lost in the abstraction. If we come down from the broad scheme of 

temperature zones to our backyard, we get to the level of micro-climates. 

We all know we have a sunny spot for sitting in winter and a cool nook for escaping summer heat. The 

western side of our house bakes in the afternoon sun, the south is shaded and cool, to the east warmth in the 

morning is tempered by afternoon shade, and to the north heat is maximised. As home gardeners we can 

experiment with crops outside their regular zone as our livelihood is not riding on their success. 

Use microclimates to push the range of plants you can grow, experiment as they have done at the Royal 

Tasmanian Botanic Gardens growing bananas against a warm wall. 

I have a long suffering coffee plant that was nearly killed by frosts when I moved to Melbourne’s western 

plains. Simply by moving it a few metres and under a north facing verandah it rewarded me with a handful 

of coffee beans! The other obvious way of extending the range of plants is with shelters, tunnels, cloches 

and shade houses. 

Annual vegetables need accurate sowing temperatures 

However, most of our vegetable crops are annuals and adapt to extremes of hot and cold by avoidance, 

adapting to particular seasons. Not being perennial plants we choose to sow them at the preferred 

temperature for germination – e.g. 10-15°C for cool weather crops and 15°C+ for warm weather crops (like 

tomatoes, zucchini and melons). 

Seasonal fluctuations in temperature are the major determinate in sowing dates. The Diggers Club Sow 

What When chart gives detailed information on when to sow seeds for your particular climate. The broadest 

division of plants based on temperature is cool and warm season crops. Understanding this is fundamental to 

successfully time your planting. 

Cool season crops are typically grown for their roots (carrots, parsnip and turnips), leaves (lettuce, cabbage, 

kale and spinach) or immature flowers (artichokes, broccoli and cauliflower). 

 

 



Plant hardiness 

The term 'hardy' is the root of much confusion. 

Some of this stems from the fact that, while it is a general term that can mean drought hardy or heat hardy to 

some and cold hardy to others, for many horticulturists it has a very specific meaning. Possibly reflecting its 

origins in the cooler climes of Britain and North America, plant hardiness refers to cold hardiness. 

You may think cold hardiness is irrelevant in our sunburnt country, surely drought and heat hardy are more 

important? 

Yet even in Australia frosts and winter cold set the ultimate limit of what we can grow. For those who 

experience frost you will know the instant death frost brings to tender plants. 

Much garden advice is based on the use of climate zones, (tropical, sub-tropical and temperate). This is not 

so useful for selecting individual plants, as there are many plants whose tolerances extend beyond their 

original climate zone. 

Also by timing our plantings we can avoid the extremes by planting tropical plants as annuals in temperate 

zones using growing days as a guide. Simply using plant hardiness as a guide gives gardeners a wider and 

more accurate repertoire of plants to use in their garden. 

Hardy Perennial/Annual/Biennial: Is a plant that can survive frost. This includes perennials whose 

exposed parts may die back over winter. Tender Perennial/Annual/Biennial: is a plant that cannot survive 

frost without protection. 

Only a few cool season crops are grown for their seeds (peas and broad beans). These plants can endure 

short periods of frost once established. The low temperatures reduce energy use and increase sugar storage 

making them sweet. At the sign of warmth they tend to turn bitter or bolt to seed at the expense of leaf and 

root. Some, like cabbages, can be grown in warmer months but you will need to be constantly vigilant 

against water stress, insect attack and extreme heat. 

Warm season crops are mainly grown for fruits (tomatoes, eggplants, capsicums, melons) and seeds (green 

beans, corn). They are tender plants – unless they are protected, don’t plant them outside until the threat of 

frost is over. 

Warm temperatures mean these crops are photosynthesising and respiring at their peak so they need regular 

irrigation and fertilising to avoid stress and produce a good crop. It is especially critical with warm season 

crops to consider the number of growing weeks – that is those weeks above 15°C. 

Check your sowing zone on the Diggers Growing Weeks map – Cool (9-20 weeks), Warm (21-38) and Hot 

(39+ weeks). While temperatures may be adequate to sow seeds you need to be sure that you have enough 

growing weeks to bring them to maturity. 

This is critical when planting in cool zones. If you are planting tomatoes in Hobart be sure you select a 

variety and planting date that suits your available growing season. Think about extending the season by 

starting your plants indoors. 

The big chill – number of chilling hours to fruit 

Deciduous fruits add another layer of complexity. Many have evolved in climates with severe winters. If 

they were to flush with growth simply at the first sign of warmth, they could be fooled out of dormancy by 

an unseasonably warm winter’s day only to lose all their fruit when the cold returns. To avoid this, these 

fruits really need to know they have gone through the worst of winter before they break dormancy. To do 

this they need varying hours and intensity of winter chill (typically between 5 -10°C). 



This is critical when selecting our fruit varieties in Australia where most of us experience warmer winters. If 

the buds do not receive sufficient chilling temperatures during the winter to completely release dormancy, 

the result is reduced fruit set and reduced fruit quality. 

Diggers provides a range of "low chill" varieties such as White Satin nectarine. If you don’t get adequate 

winter chill you might even consider our Low Chill Orchard collection. Chill factors can also influence the 

breaking of dormancy in seeds adapted to cold winters. 

Do some research and see if chilling may improve the germination rate of seeds you are sowing. 

Climate change and your garden 

The fact that planning our gardens is so reliant on predicting our climatic condition means that climate 

change will inevitably affect what we grow and when we grow it. For many, water restrictions have 

highlighted the changing rainfall patterns. 

Yet changes to our temperature mean we have more than drought to worry about. Entire climate zones are 

on the move. The Arbor Day Foundation has created a dramatic animation of the shifting in hardiness 

climate zones in the USA from 1990 to 2006. Similar changes are no doubt happening in Australia. 

The Bureau of Meteorology is predicting that 2013 is on track to be the warmest year on record. Anecdotal 

evidence suggests plant confusion. A Facebook post from a friend in Adelaide shows a picture of fruit 

forming on her peach in August. Lesley from Kaydale bulbs in Tassie commented in an email: 

"As to climate change, for us here in the mountains of Tasmania, gardening has always been a challenge 

and the catch phrase global warming had an appealing ring to it! 

We always thought that our area could do with a couple of extra degrees (Mum had always hoped to be able 

to have a fig tree and lemons). 

We have found the reality to be not just so cut and dried, we are not getting the depth of snow but the mood 

swings of the weather are more pronounced. This year things have been a lot earlier, making mulching fun 

(hence tiptoeing through like a pixie!) with some of the spring bulbs a good week or two earlier." 

I think Lesley’s point about the unpredictability of our seasons is important. Have you experienced some 

unusual plant behaviour triggered by unusual weather? If you have noticed any consistent shifts in plant 

behaviour, please let us know. As gardeners it is vital that we share our experiences so we can make sense of 

fundamental temperature shifts that may affect the very what, when and how of gardening. 

Hot to trot or not?  

In garden lore, Melbourne Cup Day is the official start to the outdoor tomato planting season in southern 

Australia. 

For tomatoes to grow vigorously soil temperatures need to be above 15°C. Planting earlier will not 

guarantee an early crop and your tomatoes or other warm season crops may sulk. 

It is handy to have these little reminders like Cup Day for tomatoes and St Patrick's Day for sweet peas. 

Only, of course, if they are true for your conditions.  

Or you may use some other trigger, the flowering of a certain plant, the arrival of a swallow, the first croak 

of a frog! Have you noticed any changes in the date you can start planting warm season crops? Have you 

had success with sowing times that differ from the Diggers Sow What When? 

http://www.arborday.org/media/mapchanges.cfm


 

 



 

Your Guide to Creating a Vertical Garden 

Do you have limited space at home? Here is everything you need to know before you 

plant your very own vertical garden.  

There’s a good reason vertical gardens have proved to be one of the biggest horticultural trends over the last 

five years. With so many of us living in small apartments or houses with limited space, planting a garden up 

a wall instead of in the ground makes so much sense! 

If you’ve always dreamed of having a garden or growing your own herbs, fruit and vegetables but have little 

room, then why not consider a vertical garden? Great for renters, town houses or anywhere else with limited 

space – they can even be used to cover up an eyesore. You can really flex your creativity and imagination 

when it comes to a vertical garden – think up cycled materials and themed plants, or you can even buy one 

of the many ready-made wall hanging kits available. 

Belinda Thackeray from Eden Gardens  gives us top tips on what you must know before you plant up. 

Q: Where can you grow a vertical garden? 

Anywhere there is a vertical space. Vertical gardens are a great way to create a garden feature, especially 

where space is limited like on balconies and in courtyards. Gardens range from colourful floral displays to 

walls of green. Systems with plastic trays (pots) like VersiWall are lightweight and can be used to cover up 

walls or fences. They can be used inside and outside. 

 

Q: Are they higher maintenance than a normal garden? 

This depends on the system and the types of plants selected. It’s important to make sure plants are well 

watered, especially if the pots / trays in the vertical system are small and it is position in a sunny or windy 

position.  

Q: How often do you need to water it? 

The amount of water your vertical garden requires will depend largely on the style you choose to use, the 

position, the type of plants and the season. Vertical gardens in a sunny spot in summer will need watering 

every couple of days compared to those in a shady spot which may only need watering once, maybe twice a 

week. 

Some vertical gardens are set up with irrigation systems, making them easy to water. 

Q: What plants grow best? 

Select compact, low growing plants with shallow root systems. Plants need to be selected to suit position 

like full sun or part shade. Group plants with similar water and fertiliser requirements together. Lots of 

vertical systems will be drier at the top and moister at the bottom. 

Q: What are some examples of plants that grow well in a vertical garden? 

• Herbs – position in sun. Try plants with different foliage like: variegated thyme, opal basil, sweet basil, 

golden marjoram, oregano, Vietnamese mint, parsley or chives 

http://edengardens.com.au/


• Edible - position in sun. Try herbs, strawberries, tomatoes or lettuce. Herbs and vegetables need a 

consistent supply of fertiliser so it is best to apply a liquid fertiliser such as Power feed on a fortnightly 

basis. 

• Succulents – position in sun. Combine small varieties of Echeveria, Semipervious, Crassula, Sedum or 

Kalanchoe. 

• Flowering – position in full sun or part shade, depending on plant varieties. Try annual bloomers like 

petunias, nasturtiums, violas or cineraria. Or try perennial plants with seasonal colour like Gaura, Dianella, 

society garlic, Santolina, azaleas or cyclamens. 

• Foliage – position in shade. Try combinations of ferns, bromeliads, mini mondo grass, Liriope, begonias or 

Calathea. 

Q: What conditions are best? 

Vertical gardens can be placed in either sun or shade positions, as long as the correct plants are selected. 

Q: If you are renting, will it leave any marks on the wall? What could you do to minimise this? 

Vertical gardens can be a great choice for renters as they are often portable. Small systems like VersiWall 

are easy to pull apart and move, with pots simply clipping out of mounting panel. 

Depending on the vertical garden system selected, you may be able to sit it on the ground and lean up 

against a wall, hang from above, or attach to a wooden frame sitting in front of a wall, so as to leave no 

marks. 

Q: What materials can you use? 

There are many things you can use to create a vertical garden – you are only limited by your imagination 

(and maybe some handyman skills). Some ideas include: old pallets, large hessian bags filled with potting 

mix, bales of mulch bound together with wire or thin rope, large diameter poly pipe with holes drilled in the 

sides, commercially available ready-made. 

VersiWall consists of polypropylene trays (pots) that clip into a back mounting panel that is attached to a 

wall, fence or other vertical surface. Trays can be attached at different spacings depending on the size of 

plants being planted and density of look being created. Anti-lift arm prevents the trays from being knocked 

out accidently. 

Q: We’ve got our plants and our potting system set up, what next? 

Always fill your vertical garden with a good quality potting mix like Eden Premium Mix. This contains soil 

wetter to increase soil water penetration, water crystals to help with soil water holding capacity, and basic 

control release fertiliser to feed plants. 

Water in after filling and let it settle for a couple of days as the potting mix will sink a little as the air moves 

out and you will need to top it up.  

Remember to fill the vertical garden in position as they can be heavy and awkward to manoeuvre at a later 

date when they are full of potting mix and plants. 

Water plants in well with a good soil tonic such as Seasol. This will encourage new root growth (important 

so the plants don’t fall out!) and help them to recover from any transplant stress they may have experienced 

at planting time. 



What is VersiWall GP 

The VersiWall GP is an easy-to-install and low maintenance modular vertical greening system with a choice 

of mounting, planting density and growth media options to suit different wall conditions. 

The main component of the VersiWall GP system is the VersiPot It is simply hooked directly on VersiWall 

GP Mounting Panels or welded mesh or steel rods. 

An anti-lift arm prevents the VersiPot from being accidentally dislodged. There is no need for additional 

bolts or clips. 

 

 

 

VersiWall 
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Wall Garden 

 

 

 



 



Growing Begonias from Cuttings 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to save Tomato Seeds 

 



 

 

 



How to grow vegetables in foam boxes 

 

 



 

Local Birds 

 



Saunders' Case Moth caterpillar 
 

 
 

Saunders' Case Moth caterpillar in its case 
Case moths spin their cases out of silk and most species attach leaves, twigs, sand or soil to 
the outside for protection and camouflage. There are a number of different species and each 
species builds a distinctive-looking case. However, as individual case moths use whatever 
materials are available to them, there can be considerable variation in the appearance of cases 
within a species. 

The Saunders' Case Moth is one of the largest species of case moths in Australia – their cases 
can be as large as 15cm long. Individuals of this species cover their cases with little pieces of 
twigs. They poke the front end of their bodies out the top of their case to feed, collect case 
decorations, and cling to surfaces as they move about. 

As they grow, Saunders' Case Moths expand their cases from the top (head) end, adding 
additional twigs as they go. They do this by cutting off appropriately-sized twigs, attaching 
them temporarily to the top of the case and then disappearing inside to cut a slit where they 
plan to attach the new stick. This is no mean feat. Case moth cocoons are incredibly tough; 
cutting a slit for a new stick can take over an hour! 

Case moths spend most of their lives in the caterpillar phase; this part of their life cycle can 
last 1-2 years. As caterpillars, they never leave their cases. However, they can be very 
mobile, dragging their large cocoons along as they move around. If they feel threatened they 
can seal off the end of the cocoon, cutting a new opening once the threat has passed. The 
females continue to live in their cases after they’ve pupated into adult moths, but the males 
leave their cases after pupation to fly off  



 

 

 

The female adult has no wings, so she remains in her case after emergence from the pupa. 
She is white with a brown head, and has a length of about 3 cms. 

 



    

The male has wings and emerges completely from the case, and flies off. He is strikingly 
marked, with black wings, a orange hairy head, and a black and orange banded abdomen. The 
wings are short, and the abdomen is long and prehensile, presumably to facilitate reaching 
into the silken case of a female for copulation. He has a wingspan of about 3 cms, and a 
similar body length. 

Fuchsia Electric Lights 

 



This fuchsia is a real cracker! 
'It's a cracker!' - the very words we used in our trial notes when we assessed this new variety 
from Holland.......Electric Lights is just the sort of fuchsia so loved on the continent and 
forms a dense ball of single rose and purple blooms which last all summer, through heat or 
rain. Give it a place on your patio and you will not be disappointed. 

Anigozanthos (Kangaroo Paw) – Bush Gems Minis – Bush Fling 

Flowering  Spring, Summer, Winter, Autumn 

Aspect  Full Sun, Drought Tolerant, Heat Tolerant 

Type  Australian Native, Bird Attracting, Height to 40cm, Width to 40cm 

Usage  Garden, Cut Flower, Pot, Tub 

 

 

 



Handy Hints 
 
A. Seasol mixed in grey water plus liquid Wettasoil if water does not soak into soil. 
 
B. Vinegar added to grey water – 1 cap/10 Lt reduces the acidity of the water. 
 
C. Black spot on roses 

To keep roses healthy you need to carry out the following:- 
a) Feed roses every 6 to 8 week with rose food or Dynamic Lifter. 
b) Apply sulphate of potash twice a year. 
c) To prevent black spot open up the centre of the bush to allow air circulation. 

Water at the base of the plant not the leaves. 
Apply the following solution to the leaves (five liters of water mixed with two tea 
spoons of Carb. Soda, and two or three drops of detergent or seaweed extraction}. 

 
D. Slugs and Snail control:  
wet leafy crops and surrounding soil with coffee solution made from one part expresso 
coffee in 10 parts of water, repeat spray weekly or after rain. 
 
E. Soak water granules in a solution of water mixed with Seasol, Maxicrop etc – place 
granules in the soil around plants – provides water plus fertilizer. 
 
F. Propagating Lilium Bulbs 

 
 
 G. Growing Strawberries 
1. Select healthy-looking runners from the parent plants. The leaves should be green and 

free from diseases. 
2. Cut the runner stem off at the base of the new plant and prune off most of the leaves, 

leaving only new and unfurling ones. 
3. Place young plants into pots filled with potting mix and keep moist until established. 
 
 
 



H. Propagating Clivias from seed 

 
 
 
 



Recommended Roses to Plant 
 
Exhibition Roses 
Admiral Rodney, Esmeralda, Neue Revue, Red Devil, April Hamer, Gold Medal, Osiria, 
Silver Lining, Christian Dior, Kardinal, Our Rosamond, Sir Harry Pilkington, Corso, 
Mirato, Peter Frankenfeld, Tineke, Diamond Jubilee, Mme G Delbard, Pink Silk, Vol de 
Nuit. 
 
Garden Roses 
Alexander, Double Delight, Brigadoon, Just Joey, Pascali, Aotearoa, Elina, Kardinal, 
Peter Frankenfeld, First Love, Marjorie Atherton, Paul Shirvelle, Chicago Peace, 
Folklore, Minnie Watson, Sylvia, Crystalline, Helmut Schmidt, Mr Lincoln, Tournament 
of Roses, Diamond Jubilee, Joyfulness, Paradise, Valencia. 
 
Cluster Flowered/Floribunda Roses 
Annie's Song, Elizabeth of Glamis, Gold Bunny, Marlena, Apricot Nectar, Evelyn Fison, 
Golden Holstein, Pink Parfait, Bella Rosa, Europeana, Hannah Gordon, Seduction, Bridal 
Pink, French Lace, Iceberg, Sexy Rexy, Caid, Friesia, Margaret Merril, Shady Lady. 
 
 
Climbing Roses 
Altissimo, Dublin Bay, Clmb Iceberg, New Dawn, Banksia Lutea, Clmb Gold Bunny, 
Mermaid, Renae, Blossomtime, High Hopes, Nancy Hayward, Water Music. 
 
 
Modern Shrub Roses 
Abraham Darby, Ballerina, Bonica, Buff Beauty, Charles Rennie Mackintosh, 
Cymbeline, Graham Thomas, Heidesommer, Heritage, Lavender Dream, L D 
Braithwaite, Many Happy Returns, Mary Rose, Our Rosy Carpet, Pinkie, Rosendorf 
Sparrieshoop, Sally Holmes, Sparrieshoop, Radox Bouquet. 
 
Heritage Roses 
Charles de Mills, Fantin Latour, Felicite Parmentier, Jacques Cartier, Lady Hillingdon, 
Mme Alfred Carriere, Mme Hardy, Mme Isaac Periere, Mutabilis, Penelope, Sombreuil, 
Zepherine Drouhin. 
 
Australian Raised Roses 
Victoria Gold, Annie's Song, Cecilia, Lorraine Lee, Mrs Fred Danks, April Hamer, 
Daydream, Minnie Watson, Our Rosamond, Borderer, Janette Murray, Nancy Hayward, 
Water Music. 
 
Miniature Roses 
Carrot Top, Hot Tamale, Minnie Pearl, Sequoia Gold, Green Ice, Jean Kenneally, Party 
Girl, Snow Bride, Heartbreaker, Jeanne L'Joie (Climber), Plum Duffy, Starina, Hi Ho 
(Climber), Joycie, Rainbow's End, Sun Baby, Holy Toledo, Loving Touch, Red Beauty, 
Winter Magic. 
 



Rose Calendar 
 
WINTER 
 
June 
Roses going dormant & dropping leaves. Start planting new roses 
using compost & slow release fertiliser only. Move established 
roses to new locations if the are in the wrong place or too close 
together. Prune well before moving. 
 
July 
Start pruning roses. Remove all leaves from bushes & rake up all 
around the rose beds. Do not compost leaves. Use Kocide & White 
Oil mixed together to spray on bare roses & lightly on ground 
around bushes to kill all black spot spores. Repeat in 2 weeks time. 
Report roses into fresh, best quality potting mix with slow release 
fertiliser granules. Root prune by a quarter as well as pruning top. 
 
August At end of month feed all roses with Grow Better Organic fertiliser or 
Blood & Bone or Complete Rose Food. Water in well. 
 
SPRING 
 
September 
Full Spring growth. Watch for aphids on new growth. Use 
Pyrethrum, Folimat or Confidor. When buds start appearing, 
commence spraying fortnightly with a foliar feed i.e. Charlie Carp, 
Seasol or Phostrogen. Spray with fungicide for Black Spot. 
 
October 
Mulch with lucerne hay or pea straw. Continue foliar feeding. Main 
flush of Spring blooms later this month. Stake water shoots with 
bamboo stakes to prevent wind damage. 
 
November 
Spring flush continues. Deadhead & enjoy your roses. Take photos. 
Visit nurseries, Spring Rose Show (Mount Waverley) & rose 
gardens to get ideas. Visit Morwell Rose Garden, State Rose 
Garden at Werribee Park, Alister Clark Rose Garden Bulla. 
 
SUMMER 
 
December 
Feed with organic fertiliser, top up mulch & deadhead. Water well, 
especially pots. Prune all once flowering ramblers such as Albertine, 
Banksia roses & heritage shrubs i.e. Albas, Gallicas, Damasks. 
Watch for spider mites in dry, hot weather. Try wetting underneath 



foliage in the early mornings to discourage them. 
 
January 
Top up mulch well. Continue deadheading. Minimum watering if you 
are going to summer trim next month to time flowers for a special 
occasion or a show. 
 
February 
Summer trim all roses if timing flowering for a show or special event. 
Feed with organic fertiliser & water in well. Top up mulch & water 
deeply regularly. 
 
AUTUMN 
 
March  
Foliar feed as in Spring. Prune winter flowering roses such as 
Lorraine Lee & Nancy Hayward. Watch for aphids. 
 
April  
Autumn flush of roses. Deadhead & enjoy. Prepare soil for new rose 
beds. Dig deeply, apply manure & compost. Turn over regularly. 
 
May  
Some good blooms still. Send away for rose catalogues from 
specialist rose nurseries & order new roses for winter planting. 
 
 

CARE OF CHRISTMAS CACTUS AND RELATED PLANTS 
 
Christmas cacti (Schlumbergera truncata and its hybrids) and other similar cacti, often 
known as Zygocactus or Easter cactus, are found in the rain forests and cool mountains 
from Central America to southern Brazil.  In nature, they grow in trees, rooting where 
organic material accumulates.  This means that they are adapted to dappled, indirect 
sunlight, high humidity, abundant water, extremely rapid drainage and a very narrow 
range of temperatures, never too hot, never freezing. 
 
Common name: Zygocactus, Christmas cactus, and Crab's claw cactus 
                            Botanic name: Schlumbergera truncata Hybrids 

              Best climate: Zygocactus will grow everywhere in Australia. In 
                            cooler areas they make good indoor plants. 
 
LIGHT:  Treat your Christmas cactus much as you would any other house plant.  It 
requires bright, indirect light.  Dropping of buds or flowers is a frequent response to a 
dramatic change in light or heat.  North or eastern facing rooms or porches are ideal.  
 
WATERING:  Water when surface of the soil is dry.  Take care that the plant does not 
dry out completely between waterings, just the soil surface.  Water thoroughly, so that 



water runs out of the bottom of the pot.  Continous watering systems should not be used 
for an extended period of time.  
 
FERTILIZATION:  Use a water soluble high-phosphorus fertilizer such as 15-30-15 at 
half the recommended formula for house plants.  Fertilize once a month from March 
through August.  Beginning a month before trying to initiate blooming, usually 
September for Christmas cactus and January for the others, cease to fertilize.  
 
BLOOMING:  The blooming of Christmas cacti is influenced by the increasingly long 
nights and cooling temperatures of autumn.  
As noted above cease to fertilize the plant in September.  It takes 4-6 weeks for buds to 
form.  To encourage bud formation, move the plant to an area where it will receive at 
least l4 hours of uninterrupted darkness (even street lights count) and the temperature will 
be between 55-65 at night.  This can be a shed, a patio, a garage, a closet or any similar 
location.  During this time, water half as often as you were previously, or just enough to 
prevent wilting.  Temperatures above 75 degrees F will prevent bud formation.  
 
Once buds have formed, control of the number of hours of daylight is no longer necessary 
and normal watering can be resumed.  
However, move the plant carefully and avoid moving to an area that is very bright, very 
warm or in a hot draft; the buds will fall.   You should be rewarded with a profusion of 
flowers from as early as October to as late as January, depending on when the darkening 
period began.  
 
Follow the same timing and procedure for the other varieties, but the entire cycle begins 
in January for bloom which will result from late March through April.  
 
REPOTTING:  Christmas cacti bloom better when somewhat pot-bound, but all 
eventually will need to be repotted.  Use a well-drained, peaty soil mixture.  The best 
time to repot is after blooming is complete.  Test the drainage by running water through 
the pot to make sure it drains quickly.  It is usually best to use a pot which is only one pot 
size larger than the previous pot, and lightly scratch or roughen the edge of the old soil to 
encourage root formation.  
 
PRUNING:  These plants bloom on the new growth.  To encourage more prolific 
blooming or to shape the plants, prune back to the desired size after blooming is 
complete.  Simply pull or break off at the joints, no further treatment is necessary.  
 
PROBLEMS:  These plants are generally very easy to culture.  They are occasionally 
afflicted with a bacteria infection which causes wilting from which the stem does not 
recover and a bark-like scale on the older stems.  This condition is brought on by poor 
cultural conditions, usually a cycle of too dry then too wet, and is difficult to correct.  It 
can result in the death of the plant, the best prevention is steady, regular watering and 
fertilization.  
 



PROPAGATION:  These plants are typically complicated hybrids that must be 
propagated vegetatively.  To propagate, break off a series of 3-5 joints and either place 
directly in water or in a light, moist sand.  They will root readily.  Be advised that most 
are named hybrids which are protected by plant patents and cannot be propagated for sale 
without permission.  
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Handy Hints 
 

Magnesium Deficiency 
 
Yellow mottling on the leaves of plants! 
 
Check for the outside proportions turning pale yellow on green leaves. Old leaves will 
drop off when they develop brown blotches. This is a sign your plant is lacking in 
magnesium. If you detect yellow mottling treat the leaves immediately. 
 
Magnesium is a component of chlorophyll, (the green colour in leaves) which is food for 
plants. For plants to have energy it is necessary to have chlorophyll. 
 
Yellow mottling on leaves affects various plants such as citrus, roses, camellias, azaleas 
and gardenias. The most prone sufferers are apples and citrus. 
 
Try this solution 
½ litre of Water 
½ teaspoon of Epsom salts 
Empty spray bottle 
 
Fill the spray bottle with half a litre of water and add half a teaspoon of Epsom salts. 
Agitate vigorously. 
 
Now you are ready to start spraying your plants. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chilli Spray 
This spray is best used to combat aphids. 
 
Ingredients 
3 Garlic cloves, crushed 
2 hot chillies, finely chopped 
1 litre plastic spray bottle 
 
Method 
Add above ingredients to a 1 litre of boiling water. Leave to rest over night. Using a 
strainer remove seeds to ensure that liquid is clear. Place clear liquid into a clean plastic 
bottle with nozzle. 
 
 



Organic White Oil Spray 
Whiteflies look like very tiny moth-like flying bugs. They are not flies at all – in fact, 
they are related to aphids. Whiteflies will damage plants such as tomatoes, cucumbers, 
beans and cabbages. Their eggs are found under the leaves of plants, especially new 
leaves. If you notice weakening and discolouration in your plant, check under the leaves 
and spray any infested areas using Organic White Oil. 
 
Ingredients 
½ cup vegetable oil 
1 cup water 
1 tablespoon natural soap (in flakes) 
1 plastic spray bottle 
 
Method 
Grate the natural soap into the spray bottle (to get soap flakes). Add the vegetable oil and 
water to the spray bottle. Give the bottle a good shake. Now you can start spraying on all 
your plants. 
 
 



General Gardening Information: 
 

• Geraniums - fertilize with Flower and Fruit fertilizer 
Use Baycor for rust spots on leaves. 
 

• Azalea petal blight – pick off effected flowers or spray new buds with 
Bayleton and Confidor spray on leaves to prevent Lacewing bugs from 
effecting leaves. 



Camellia Bud Balling 

 
 

'Bud balling' is a syndrome where buds form but do not flower. Typically the buds develop 
almost to the point of opening, then stop developing, go brown, and drop off.  
 
If your camellia is susceptible to bud balling, here's what to do: 
 
* Pinch off half the buds, it's better to have half as many flowers, than none at all.  
 
* Give the camellia a good feed with an azalea and camellia fertiliser every six to eight weeks 
from about August right through to March. After applying the fertilizer at the recommended rate, 
add a teaspoon of Epsom salts to five litres of water - shake it around and water the camellia 
with that. 
 
Nobody knows the exact cause of bud balling but if, after all that, your camellia is still suffering, 
you've got two more options: Move the plant to an area where it gets a lot less sun or, as Colin 
suggests, only partly in jest, "Enjoy a lovely green plant with glossy leaves." 
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Fuchsia, Hellebores & Geranium Culture 

About Fuchsias 
The genus contains over 100 species with countless more cultivars produced through 
hybridization. In the U.S. we generally think of them as tender perennials or houseplants, 
but in their native South and Central America they can be grown as trees and shrubs. 
Some of the species are trailers. The name Fuchsia is derived from the name of Leonard 
Fuchs, a German botanist. Fuchsias pendulous flowers are found in an array of shades of 
white, pink, purple, red and cream. Some are brilliantly multi-colored. Hummingbirds are 
attracted to the flowers. 
How to care for your Fuchsia 
Try to plant your fuchsia as soon as possible. Be sure to keep the soil moist to the touch if 
you do not transplant immediately. Check the frost dates in your area before planting or 
moving outdoors. 
Where do I plant my Fuchsia? 
Fuchsias are very popular as showy hanging plant displays, trained as standards, planted 
in summer bedding and window boxes. They may be grown outdoors year round in zones 
8 and 9. Fuchsias require shade and protection from afternoon sun. Provide good air 
circulation around specimens to help prevent powdery mildew. 
How do I plant my Fuchsias? 
Dig a hole that is twice as wide and deep as the container that the plant is in. Place the 
fuchsia in the planting hole making sure it is even with the soil level, and gently firm the 
soil around it. Water it in very well. If planted in a container, water until it flows out from 
the drainage hole in the bottom of the pot. 
What should I do in order to have my Fuchsias increase in beauty year to year? 
During the summer, protect from hot sun, water deeply and fertilize once a week with a 
balanced fertilizer. In Zones other than 8 and 9, Fuchsias need to be treated as a tender 
plant. Lift and bring indoors for the winter or take cuttings. Cutting back after bloom will 
encourage new flowers which are produced on new wood. Be careful not to over-water 
during the winter. 
 

How to Care for your Hellebores 
Try to plant your hellebores as soon as possible; they are very hardy and will have no 
problem acclimating to your growing area. Be sure to keep the soil moist to the touch if 
you do not transplant immediately. If you do plan on keeping your hellebores in their 
containers for any length of time, an ideal location to hold them is on the north side of 
your home where they will receive little to no sun. An unheated garage is also a good 
place. If you do not plan on planting for at least a week, consider heeling/trenching the 
plant into the north side of the garden. You'll need to pay attention to the moisture, 
always keeping the root zone moist to the touch. 
 
Where do I plant my hellebores? 
Your hellebores should be planted in a partially shaded, moist site. If you are in an area 
that has hot summers, it is most important that the plants be shaded from the afternoon 
sun. 
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How do I plant my hellebores? 
Dig a hole that is twice as wide and deep as the container the plant is in. Work this soil 
well and incorporate a balanced, slow-release fertilizer into the planting hole. Backfill the 
hole and set the plant even with ground level, firming the soil around it. 
 
What should I do in order to have my hellebores increase in beauty from year to 
year? 
The hellebore's evergreen foliage begins growth early in the season, and may be cut to 
the ground in late fall before the new flower stems emerge. As the flowers fade and seed 
pods form, you should remove the flower stems to prevent seedlings from growing in the 
crown of your plant. 
 

How to care for your hardy Geraniums 
Try to plant your hardy geraniums as soon as possible. These are adaptable and will have 
no problem acclimating to your growing area. Be sure to keep the soil moist to the touch 
if you do not transplant immediately. Protect from strong winds and drying out before 
planting. 
Where do I plant my hardy geraniums? 
Hardy geraniums are easy to grow in a wide variety of garden conditions. Most thrive in 
full sun to light shade in moist, well-drained soils. In areas with hot summers, it is best to 
site the plants where there is morning sun and afternoon shade. Hardy geraniums blend 
well with Asters, Nepetas, Hostas, Pulmonarias, dwarf grasses, ferns and sedges. Check 
the garden conditions recommended for the variety of hardy geranium you purchased. 
How do I plant my hardy geraniums? 
Dig a hole that is twice as wide and deep as the container the plant is in. Work this soil 
well and incorporate a balanced, slow-release fertilizer into the planting hole. Backfill the 
hole and set the plant even with ground level, firming the soil around it. Water in very 
well, making sure that the roots are in contact with the soil. While plants are getting 
established in the garden, water as needed. 
What should I do in order to have my geraniums increase in beauty from year to year? 
When past peak bloom, plants tend to get floppy, leaving their crowns open. Give them a 
hard shear to rejuvenate foliage, as well as encourage repeat bloom. When sheared back, 
plants often look renewed after 3-4 weeks. Mulch can be applied to keep weeds down and 
conserve water. 
 

 



Monthly Care of Roses  

WINTER 

June  Roses going dormant & dropping leaves. Start planting new roses using compost & slow 
release fertiliser only. Move established roses to new locations if they are in the wrong place or too 
close together. Prune well before moving & water in well with Seasol.   

July  Start pruning roses. Remove all leaves from bushes & rake up all around the rose beds. Do 
not compost leaves. Use Kocide & White Oil   mixed together to spray on bare roses & lightly on 
ground around bushes to kill all black spot spores. Alternative spray is Lime Sulphur.  Repeat in 2 
weeks time. For roses growing permanently in large pots, ‐ repot every 2‐3 years into fresh, best 
quality potting mix   with slow release fertiliser granules. Root prune by a quarter as well as 
pruning top hard. Water in well with Seasol.    

August At end of month feed all roses with a specialist rose fertiliser. We recommend "SUDDEN 
IMPACT FOR ROSES" (Neutrog). Water in well.   

SPRING  

September  Full Spring growth. Watch for aphids on new growth. Use Pyrethrum, Folimat or 
Confidor. When buds start appearing, commence spraying fortnightly with a foliar feed i.e. Charlie 
Carp, Phostrogen etc. Spray with fungicide (Triforine, Mancozeb) for Black Spot or use Eco Rose  & 
Eco Oil mixed together.   

October  Mulch with lucerne hay or pea straw. Continue foliar feeding. Main flush of Spring 
blooms start later this month. Stake water shoots with bamboo stakes to prevent wind damage. 
Continue spraying with Triforine, Mancozeb or Eco Rose & Eco Oil.   

November  Spring flush continues. Deadhead & enjoy your roses. Take photos. Visit nurseries, 
Spring Rose Show (Mount Waverley) & rose gardens to get ideas. Visit Morwell Rose Garden, State 
Rose Garden at Werribee Park, Alister Clark Rose Garden at Bulla.   

SUMMER 

December  Feed with organic fertiliser, top up mulch & deadhead. Water well, especially pots. 
Prune all once flowering ramblers such as Albertine, Banksia roses & heritage shrubs i.e. Albas, 
Gallicas, Damasks. Watch for spider mites in dry, hot weather. Try wetting underneath foliage in the 
early mornings to discourage them.   

January   Top up mulch well. Continue deadheading. Ensure adequate water by deep 
watering.   

February  Summer trim all roses if timing flowering for a show or special event. (Roses 
generally repeat flower within approx. 56 days). Feed with organic fertiliser & water in well. Top up 
mulch & water deeply regularly.  

 



AUTUMN 

March  Foliar feed as in Spring. Prune winter flowering roses such as Lorraine Lee & Nancy Hayward. 
Watch for aphids.   

April  Autumn flush of roses. Deadhead & enjoy. Prepare soil for new rose beds. Dig deeply, apply 
manure & compost. Turn over regularly.  

May  Some good blooms still on bushes. Send away for rose catalogues from specialist rose 
nurseries & order new roses for winter planting. 



Tios on Growins and Carine for Kalanchoes

All ofthe kalanchoes are members ofthe Craszulaceae family This means they are relatives
ofthe jade plant.

Technically, the coinmon kalanchoe is a perennial even though it is commonly grown and

treated pretty much as an annual, meaning some folks buy lie plants when they are in bloom

and discard them when they've finished flowering.

The exact appearanc€ ofthe other kalanchoes cao vary temendously- What can be said is that
they all will have thick, attractive leaves that are succulent in nature The actual size, shapq
and colour can vary. The bold foliage tends to be coarse. Som€times there will be hids ofrcd
or purple along the margins. Don't be overly concemed ifa kalanchoe starts to lose some of
its lower leaves. Most likely, this is a rcrmal response and doesn't necessarily mean the plant

is sick.

Kalsnchoes have aibrant blooms that nomally open in the summer through the fall. These
flowers emerge in terminil clustars. They are available in a wide range of colours

For the most part, kalanchoes need a brightly lit exposure Depending on tho species, some
axe adapted pretty well to partial shade outdoors. Indoors, we oeed to give them some
exposure at least part ofthe day to full sun ifpossible

Kalanchoes are pretty easy going plarlls. But they do demand a light, quick draidng potting
mix. Heavy onei aren't recornmended. Quicker draining ones tend to contain either sand or
colr-

Whatever t)?e of potting soil you use, allow it to dry out between waterings Like most
succulents, kalanchoes don't need a lot ofwater.

So far as the rydtcal problems are concerned, kalanchoes are most likely to suffer from leaf
spots in humid ieat[rer. Ifyour area is muggy, choose a spot where it can get cross
ventilation. Allow enough space b€tween the pla s for good 8ir circulatioq which will also
help prevent Foblems with leaf spot.

Now, let's look at some ofthe ways you can use kalanchogs in outdoor gardens. In frost-free
areas, they can be used as ground covers. Elsewhere, they could be planted in annual flower
beds in late spdng after all danger offrost is past. I wouldn't recommend planting kalanchoes
outdoors in arcas that tlpically receive large amouats ofrainfall This is not good for the
plants.

Regarding propagation, the kalancho€s are one ofthe easiest axound. The prefer.ed method
vades somewhat ftom one species to another. Some species will produce plantlets along the
edges ofthe leaves. For those, all you have to do is pot some ofthese babies up, and you
should be all set.

For other kinds, you can take stem cuttings. Allow tlEse to dry out for about 24 hours before
you pot them up. This minimizes the potsntial for rot to occur.
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